just an editors’ note

W

e are proud to offer Iowa City and beyond a brand-new literary magazine
from the minds of many hardworking undergraduate freshmen at the
University of Iowa. In these pages are the creative works of the 2011 Iowa
Writers Living-Learning Community residents. When we closed the first issue to
submissions, we were shocked at having had over one hundred pieces sent in to
our magazine. We accepted three types of genres: fiction, nonfiction, poetry. We
received everything from stories about time travel to poems about sea creatures,
and what you see here is just a fraction of the great work that our friends and classmates created. We wish we could publish everything.
For awhile, Ink was just an idea. Back in September it was a thought that
became a rumor that became a hopeful late-night meeting outside in Currier Hall’s
cold courtyard. Luckily, due to our enthusiasm, we got bumped up to the Green
Room, which would become our unofficial home. For the next few months we’d
be meeting there, talking about typefaces and editing processes and Skyping our
compatriots who were too busy studying abroad in the laundry room to join us.
We talked about the look of the magazine, the feel of the magazine, and what we
ultimately wanted to share with the world.
We had the wonderful and rare opportunity to collaboarate with Marvin
Bell (who insists we not call him Mr.). It is our hope that these collaborations become one of Ink’s trademarks, helping to influence the growth of the undergraduate writing community at large.
Our mission statement’s tenants were chosen with care: to provide experience and support to undergraduate students who are interested in learning about
publishing and having their work read by a larger audience, because we think
writing is awesome. We hope this first of many issues embodies the souls of those
words, because we really do mean it. The art of writing is wild with fear and joy.
It is a truly humanistic art. And while we agree that writing can’t necessarily be
taught, we think it can be inspired and pushed forward with some great workshops
and people. It can be brought to bloom with the right ingredients: drive, dedication, and a genuine love for words and their inherent power. And we think there’s
certainly no better place to find these elements than in one of five worldwide Cities
of Literature and the Writing University.
It is our modest hope that Ink outlives us. We hope that it becomes
something that grows with each new issue, each new writer, and each new piece.
The formula is a simple one: write what you love, love what you write, and show
it to the world. And we love the writing that is apart of this creative, fresh, young
publication. So sit back and relax; if you’re in Iowa City go grab some coffee. (We
recommend the Times Club at Prairie Lights.) Turn a page and get lost.
Love,
Sevy Perez
Rachel Gosch
Michael Collier
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